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Germany Rolls Out Welcome Mat for Sex Traffickers and Pimps
 Thousands of Women Trafficked for Prostitution During World Cup Games 
The future winner of the World Cup remains unknown, but the clear losers will be the thousands of women and children trafficked and sold in Germany’s legal sex industry to accommodate the huge influx of demand experts anticipate will be generated by male fans attending the games.  An estimated 3 million fans from around the world will attend the games, and vast numbers of them are expected to buy sex as a form of entertainment. As many as 40,000 additional women are expected to be added to the approximately 400,000 women in Germany’s sex industry. German officials in what amounts to a virtual partnership with brothel owners, pimps and traffickers, are rushing to accommodate the trade in women by facilitating the construction of mega-brothels and “sex huts” and cities hosting the games will issue special permits for street prostitution. 
In Brief
· Prostitution is legal in Germany.
· 400,000 women are already involved in prostitution in the country.
· 75 percent of prostitutes in Germany are foreigners.
· 80 percent of the trafficked women in Germany are from Central and Eastern Europe.
· Germany is a major destination country for sexually trafficked persons.
· An additional 40,000 women, mainly from eastern Europe, are expected to be brought to Germany to meet demand for commercial sex at World Cup games.
· Regional and city officials are involved in planning and providing “sex huts” or “sex garages” for prostitution during World Cup games.
· A mega-brothel has been built (with the support of German officials); the brothel “management” plans to blitz stadiums and hotels with leaflets during the games.
· Town halls of the 12 cities that will host the games plan to provide special licenses so that prostituting women can “work” on the street.
The New Dark Ages
The statistics above reveal that a new era of dark ages is emerging for women in Western and Eastern Europe. As a politically and religiously diverse coalition of groups and individuals committed to fighting sex trafficking and promoting the dignity of all persons, we are aghast at such an anachronistic attack on women and shocked at Germany’s flagrant state complicity in sex trafficking. 
Despite assurances by German officials that, “All measures are [being] taken to ensure that the World Cup will take place in a safe and civilized way,” we see nothing safe or civilized about sex trafficking or facilitating the sale of women for prostitution. Sex trafficking is the recruiting, harboring, transferring, obtaining, or provisioning of persons for prostitution (or other forms of commercial sexual exploitation). Prostitution is an act of violence which is intrinsically harmful and traumatizing. In a study of 854 people in prostitution from nine countries:
· 89% stated that they wanted to leave prostitution.
· 75% were currently or formerly homelessness.

· 71% had experienced physical assault in prostitution.
· 63% reported having been raped in prostitution.
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Thus, we concur with Barrett Duke, Vice President of the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, in saying: 

“The decision by German authorities to accommodate its visitors’ demand for sexual servitude during the World Cup soccer championship is immoral and reprehensible. Their callous, calculated decision reveals a total disregard for the young girls and women whose lives are stolen from them. Those who purchase these women for selfish sexual gratification are a disgrace to humanity. They turn women into commodities and encourage the future enslavement of another generation of young girls. One would have thought that Germany would have renounced slave labor forever, considering her past abuses. Apparently, it is still possible to rationalize the subjugation of some for the benefit of others.”
We also concur with Dorchen Leidholdt, Co-Executive Director of the Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, who states:
“The process the German government set into motion when it legalized prostitution has reached its inevitable conclusion in the county’s deplorable accommodation of pimps and traffickers during the World Cup. What the German government may not realize is that by legitimizing the mass sexual exploitation by men of the world’s most impoverished and marginalized women and girls, it is fostering the degradation, abuse, and inequality of all women.”

According to Dr. Donna Hughes, international expert on sex trafficking, “The sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of tens of thousands of women poses a looming human rights disaster of almost unprecedented proportions for a Western European country. Chancellor Merkel has abdicated her responsibility as a leader for freedom and human rights by ignoring the sexual enslavement of thousands of women for the profit of pimps and traffickers and the entertainment of male soccer fans.”
And, sadly, as Dr. Janice Crouse of Concerned Women for America has noted, “With sex trafficking already a major problem in Germany, bringing in over 40,000 women for prostitution during the World Cup is sure to bring about a tipping point for organized crime and criminal activity that won’t go away at the end of the games.”
We are calling for the following:

· Chancellor Merkel to take immediate action to halt the accommodation of commercial sexual exploitation and sex trafficking of women in connection with the World Cup games.
· Sponsors of the World Cup to withdraw their advertising and financial support of the World Cup.
· World leaders to condemn the German government for its imperialistic exploitation of women from developing countries.
· The U.S. State Department to give Germany a Tier 3 ranking in its 2006 Trafficking in Persons Report for its flagrant state complicity in promoting sex trafficking.
· Athletes and coaches of teams to play in the World Cup to denounce Germany’s complicity in sex trafficking.
· For male fans attending the games to not purchase sex and to behave in ways that are respectful of all women.
· All those who support human rights and the dignity of women to refuse to attend the games until or unless strong and immediate actions are taken by the German government to reverse its facilitation of sex trafficking and prostitution.
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Endorsed by:
Organizations:

Adults Saving Kids (USA)
The Angel Coalition (Russia)
Bi-lateral Safety Corridor Coalition (USA/Mexico)
Breaking Free (USA)
Catholic Charities, Catholic Social Services, Atlanta (USA)
Catholic Charities, DIGNITY Services, Arizona (USA)
Coalition Against Trafficking in Women

Concerned Women for America (USA)
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd
Crisis Care Training International (USA)
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention (USA)
Evangelicals for Social Action (USA)
Equality Now (USA)
Girls Education and Mentoring Services (GEMS) 

International Center of Atlanta (USA)
International Institute on Religion and Public Policy (USA)
International Pentecostal Church of Christ (USA)
International Public Policy Institute (USA)
Irish Anti-Trafficking Coalition (Ireland)
Josephine Butler Forum (USA)
Karelian Center of Gender Studies (Russia)
Make Way Partners (USA)
Midland Ministerial Alliance (USA)
Minorities & Survivors Improving Empowerment (USA)
MiraMed Institute (Russia)
MODAR (Tajikistan)
National Association of Evangelicals (USA)
Phoenix Women Take Back the Night (USA)

Prostitution Research & Education, Chicago (USA)
Prostitution Research & Education, San Francisco (USA)
The Protection Project (USA)
Psychological Crisis Center of St. Petersburg (Russia)
Public Innovation Fund of Tatarstan (Russia)
Resist Exploitation, Embrace Dignity (REED)

The Salvation Army USA

Standing Against Global Exploitation (SAGE) (USA)
Trafficking Victim Assessment Center (Russia)
VERONICA’S Voice (USA)
Voices for Justice Network/Sex Industry Survivors (USA)
World Hope International (USA)
World Emergency Relief (USA)
You Are Never Alone (YANA) (USA)
Academics, Trafficking Experts:

Nissan Ben Ami, Social Activist, Tel Aviv, Israel
Claudia Barlow, Consultant on Trafficking and Medicine

Stephen D. Grubman-Black, Ph.D., Professor of Women’s Studies and Communications,

University of Rhode Island

Phyllis Chesler, Emerita Professor of Psychology and Women’s Studies and author
Dr. Donna Hughes, Professor of Women’s Studies, University of Rhode Island

Chong N. Kim, Survivor of Human Trafficking

Mary Anne Layden, Ph.D., Director, Sexual Trauma and Psychopathology Program, Center for Cognitive

Therapy, University of Pennsylvania

Mai Izat Odeh, Palestinian Hospitality & Tourism Resource Center, Arab Hotel Association
Join the “Buying Sex is Not a Sport” campaign at http://catwepetition.ouvaton.org/php/index.php.
An alert on trafficking and prostitution for the World Cup Games in Germany is available on Dr. Donna Hughes' web site at http://www.uri.edu/artsci/wms/hughes/.
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